
 

 

 

 

Clemons Pond Association Spring Meeting 

May 26, 2019 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:12 a.m. by President Doug Bradley, at the home of Victor 

and Joanna Lerish.  A moment of silence was called for Clemons Pond neighbors who are no 

longer with us, particularly Walter and Louise Novak’s daughter Veronica who passed away this 

past month and for the service men and women who gave their lives in service for this country 

and who currently serve. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Novak.   

 

All present introduced themselves as many new neighbors were in attendance.  

 

Secretary’s Report:  Joanna Lerish read the minutes from the Fall 2018 meeting.   A motion was 

made to accept the minutes as written with two noted corrections:  In the treasurer’s report, the 

ending balance should have read, $1,455.93.   In the water quality report, the phosphorus testing 

completed in August 2018 was 7 parts per billion.   The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Sandy Tate reported that the balance at the start of the fall 2018 meeting was 

$1, 455.93.   Since that time, there was income of $175.00 from dues, and expenses totaling 

$197.02.   The ending balance as of the start of the spring 2019 meeting was $1,433.91.  A 

motion was made to accept the treasurer’s report as written.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Water Quality Report: Victor Lerish reported that the 2018 water quality testing season 

compared favorably to past testing results.   Our average water clarity (SECCHI depth) last year 

was 5.82 meters which was higher than the historic average of 5.3 meters.  Phosphorus testing 

completed in August 2018 was 7 parts per billion, which was slightly higher than 5 parts per 

billion measured in 2017.   Maine DEP conducts independent testing every five years, looking at 

a variety of factors. Their last testing was completed in 2016 and did not reveal any alarming 

trends.   All data related to Clemons Pond (midas #3174) can be viewed on the Lake Stewards of 

Maine website by clicking on the “search for your lake” box.  A discussion was held regarding 

how and where in the pond water samples are taken.  

 

Invasive Plant Report: Pam Mullens reported for Pat Clifford that the pond survey completed last 

summer showed no invasive plants.  The pond survey will be completed again this summer.  

Please contact Pat or Pam if you would like to participate.  

 



Webmaster’s Report:  Doug reported for Dave and Rich.   The number of visits to the site, the 

number of users, and the number of pageviews were down from the previous 2018 report, 

reflecting a reduction of usage.  The top five pages visited were: home, neighbors, pond 

business, pond life, and gallery.  The top five states from where hits originated were: Maine, 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and New York.  A brief discussion was held 

regarding reasons for the change in usage.  

 

Loon Report: Chris Shields reported that the two chicks from last summer survived to the fall 

and left on their own.  Adult loons returned to the pond this spring on the day of ice out.  One 

adult was spotted on the loon nest this weekend.  The nest is sitting lower in the water than in 

previous years but is floating and still on the mooring.  

 

Old Business 

1.  Doug reminded everyone that the annual dues for 2019 were due. 

2.  Lake Smart Program:  To date, 12 properties have been evaluated with much success.  Jo 

Smith requested an evaluation for her property this summer.  Anyone interested in having a Lake 

Smart evaluation should contact Judy Bradley.  It was emphasized that the Lake Smart 

evaluation is an opportunity to learn how to protect the pond by using techniques that prevent run 

off into the pond, not a pass/fail evaluation.   A discussion was held regarding the management 

of run off from winter road salt.  Victor reported that a recent episode of the Maine PBS show, 

Maine Calling, was dedicated to preserving the health of the Maine lakes.   

 

3. Doug reported that he spoke with Bruce Smith, the Hiram code enforcement officer, about the 

status of the new shore land zoning regulations.  According to Bruce, the regulations are still 

pending from the town but he expects the town to endorse them.   Replanted trees that died over 

the winter at the first Tentrr site (trees that were planted to replace trees cleared for the site) are 

supposed to be replaced.  

 

Doug spoke to Andy Zelman about plans for a second Tentrr site on Little Clemons Pond.  

According to Andy, there will no additional sites after the Little Clemons Pond site is 

established.   The second site will be reviewed at the June 5 town planning board meeting.  A 

discussion was held regarding how the association could be represented at that meeting.  Jo 

Smith reported that she and/or family members would attend.  Doug agreed to develop a letter to 

the planning board, with help from association members, that would detail questions and 

concerns.  The following concerns were discussed: how will the pond be protected from milfoil 

unknowingly brought into the pond on boats by tentrr users; how will tentrr enforce the use of 

environmentally friendly soaps, etc; how will human waste be handled.  Doug will discuss with 

Andy the idea of having a plaque at the tentrr campsites from the pond association reaffirming 

the need to use/care for the pond in a responsible way.  Jo thanked Doug for keeping 

communication on-going with Andy regarding the tentrr sites. 

 

Doug reported that Bruce and the road commissioner confirmed that the logging road on the 

Notch road was put in to be able to take logs out, not for the purpose of a housing development. 



The following concerns were raised: what measures have been taken to prevent run off from this 

road from going into the pond?  What will be the future of the road?  Doug reported that Andy 

has no problem with people using the road for hiking.   Discussion was held concerning a 

website that referred to camp sites at the top of the road that referenced use of the pond.  

Doug proposed that he talk to the road commissioner about coming to the fall meeting to discuss 

run off/wash out.  

 

4. Beaver Dam update:  Victor, Doug, Paul Sweeney, and Harold Gilman dismantled two beaver 

dams earlier in the spring and the water level has come down.  As the beavers continue to be 

very active, it was discussed that the perhaps the dams should be monitored over the summer 

rather than wait until next spring.   

 

5. Website Discussion:  Dave and Rich have transitioned the site to Word Press.  They are 

currently using free tools, but don’t know if we will need to pay a fee in the future.  Volker is 

willing to take over the site but feels he will have a learning curve and will need support/help.   

There is still work to be done on the transition.   Dave and Rich will stay on until the transition is 

complete.  There was discussion regarding the use of Word Press. 

 

6. Historical Committee:  Sally Williams reported on upcoming events at the library and 

historical society.  In addition, there are several maps and calendars available for purchase.   

 

New Business: 

1. Fall Officer Elections for 2020-2021: The terms of the current officers expire in the fall.  

Walter asked how the current board feels about continuing their positions.  Sandy committed to 

staying on for another term as she just took over as treasurer.  Doug will continue if no one 

comes forward.  A vote will be taken at the fall meeting for the slate of officers.  

 

2. Chris Shields made a motion to renew our annual contribution to the Lakes Stewards of Maine 

in the amount of $100.  The motion was seconded and passed.  Doug made a motion to make this 

an annual contribution for the amount of $100 so that we don’t need to revisit it each year. The 

motion was seconded and passed. 

 

3. Pam made two announcements regarding Lakes Stewards of Maine.  Their annual conference 

will be July 27.  Lunch is included and many worthwhile workshops are offered.  See Pam or Pat 

if interested in going.  LSM put out a request for a pond or lake association to cohost the invasive 

plant patrol workshop for Oxford county.  The date would be determined by the hosting 

association.  See Pat for more information.  

 

4.  Annual Picnic- The picnic will be July 20 at Doug and Judy Bradley’s home.  Pam and Pat 

will shop; Alicia will help to set up; Doug will cook; everyone will help with clean up.  

 

5.  Fall Meeting:  The fall meeting will be at Paul Sweeney’s house.  The location of the spring 

meeting will be decided at the fall meeting.  



 

Other Business 

Victor alerted everyone to an increase in poison ivy and super active ticks.  

 

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed.  The meeting 

adjourned at 11:40.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanna Lerish, Secretary 


